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This research article provides a detailed study of Pakistan’s 2018 “Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act” and its religious, social, legal, and scientific implications. It analyzes the five categories of
transgender identities discussed in classical Islamic jurisprudence under the term khunthd (intersex) and
its subtypes. The article explores issues of inheritance, rights, and social integration while comparing the
Islamic legal framework with Pakistan’s legislative context and international law. In light of scientific
findings, the distinction between intersex and transgender identities is clarified. The study concludes that
Islamic jurisprudence offers clear principles for resolving the issues of khunthd ghayr mushkil and
khuntha mushkil, whereas modern legislation sometimes conflicts with established religious and cultural
norms.
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