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ABSTRACT

This analytical study presents an exploration of the definitions and attributive names of the holy Quran as
debated by the interpreters of the Subcontinent. Almost all the scholars of the Quranic Sciences focused
on the concepts particularly on the names that are mentioned in the Quranic text as the names are
ecclesiastically and theologically extremely inevitable in Islamic studies. By studying the interpretive
literature of Shah Wali-Allah and both of his disciple school of thoughts, Deobandi and Brailvi, this study
discovers the profound approaches and cataphatic paradigm that depicts the real objectives of the holy
Quran. The purpose of the research is to highlight and adore the interpretative sagacity and depth of the
greatest interpreter of the subcontinent and even greatest of his time,; Justice Muhammad Karam Shah Al-
Azhari. It infers into the formulation of the fact that the definitions and attributive names of the holy
Quran are to beacon and endorse even the concept of Oneness of Allah AI-Mighty.

Keywords: Definitions Attributive Names, Cataphatic Paradigm, Shah Wali-Allah Muhammad Karam
Shah Al-Azhari
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The Oxford Dictionary spells the name as "Koran" and defines it as the "sacred book of the
Mohammedans, the collection of Mohammed's oral revelations written in Arabic". In the Encyclopaedia
Britannica!, the Qur'an is described as "the sacred book of Islam on which the religion of more than seven
hundred millions of Mohammedans is founded", being regarded by them as the true word of God. And
since the use of the Qur'an in public worship, in schools and otherwise is much more extensive than for
example, the reading of the Bible in most Christian countries, it has been truly described as the most
widely read book in existence. This circumstance alone is sufficient to give it an urgent claim on our
attention, wbether it suits our taste and falls in with our religious and philosophical views or not.

The language in which the revelation came down is Arabic and the word Qur'an means "that which is
often recited or read over and over again". The root of the word being Qara'a, the Arabic word meaning
"he read" or "he recited". Thus the noun Quran can signify "special reading or recitation" as mentioned in
Sura 75-

Ry Lo T

"so when we recite it follow its recitation". According to Islamic tradition the very first words of
revelation were (Surah. 96)

glég’;ju;,@(g;u”

Read or recite in the Name of your Lord Who created". Therefore, the literal connotation of the Qur'an
"the book that is often read" - referring only to the sacred Book of the Muslims.'*

J(u/u/guu’}g:e/,g,‘;«g}?uu_+uﬁQ/fzu’;[};)Jéﬁ'?j;‘gy@;Cﬂfuzf:_mu_wémranu@régw’}uﬁd}’;bﬁﬁ
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18:757 P12
1:96.7 &1 13

14 The Sublime Qur'an and Orientalists,P:3
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However, each of these translations can convey only a shade of the true, rich meaning of the Arabic

original. For, as Kritzeck has put it, "No translation can convey more than the barest suggestion of what is
in the Qur'an that can move men to tears and ecstasy.” Although some non-Arabic speaking Muslims
describe the Hook as "The Holy Qur'an" the corresponding Arabicadjective muqaddas is actually never
used for the simple reason that the holi-ness of the Book is too deeply implied and understood to need
mentioning. Sometimes we find the Qur'an referred to as "Kitab-Allah" ("The Hook of God"); or "Kalam-
Allah", ("The Words of God"); or "Nuron wa Kitabom-Mubin", interpreted by M. 'Ali as "Light and Clear
Hook", and by Arberry as "Light and Manifest Book". Other cxalted namcs for it arc: "Al-Dikr-ul-Hakim"
("Remcmbrancc which is full of Wisdom"), and "Dhikrom Mubarakon" (":Blessed Remembrancc"); or
"Dikrul-Lil 'alamin,," ("A Remindcr for all beings"); or "Al-Sirat-al-Mustaqim" ("Thc Straight Path"). It is
interesting to observe the various translations for its title "Al-Furqan", which Arberry interprets as "thc
Salvation", and M.'Ali as "the Discriminator”, while Pickthall sees it as "the Criterion for Right and
Wrong", and Sale as "the Distinction betwcen Good and Evil", and Rodwell as "the .Illuminator". An
Arabic scholar who is one of the authorities on the subject has counted no less than fifty five names and
titles for the Qur'an.>*
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The religion of Islam - Islam means submission to the Will of God - is based on
the Qur'an, which contains directions concerning almost every aspect of human

34 The Sublime Qur'an and Orientalists,P:5

https://academia.edu.pk/ [DOI: 10.63056/ACAD.004.03.0457/ Page 1306



https://academia.edu.pk/

ACADEMIA International Journal for Social Sciences
Volume 4, Issue 3, 2025 ISSN-L (Online): 3006-6638

life in this world and the next. Islam, therefore, is a way of life more than a
mere belief. .3
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35 Muhammad Khalifa,(1989). The Sublime Qur'an and Orientalists,P:3,Karachi, International Islamic Publishers
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