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ABSTRACT

This study examines the locations of the Prophetic military campaigns (Ghazawat) through the analytical
framework of military geography and geo-strategic studies. Classical works on the Sirah often preserve
valuable details concerning routes, valleys, mountains, wells, settlements, fortifications, and tribal
territories; however, these spatial elements are frequently treated as descriptive background rather than
active factors in military decision-making. This research argues that the geographical setting of the
Prophetic campaigns was not incidental. Terrain, water resources, natural barriers, access routes, fortified
settlements, logistical requirements, and the distribution of tribal populations significantly shaped
defensive planning, battlefield positioning, mobility, and strategic outcomes.The study adopts an
interdisciplinary and comparative approach, drawing upon classical sources of Sirah, Maghazi literature,
historical chronicles, geographical dictionaries, and modern concepts of military geography. It employs
analytical categories such as terrain analysis, strategic positioning, water logistics, route security, key
terrain, defensive depth, natural and artificial obstacles, mobility corridors, siege warfare, and post-
conflict stabilization. These modern terms are used as explanatory tools rather than as an attempt to impose
contemporary military doctrine retrospectively upon early Islamic history. The research focuses
particularly on Madinah as a strategically defensible center and on four major campaigns: Badr, Uhud,
al-Khandag, and Khaybar. The Battle of Badr demonstrates the importance of wells, caravan routes,
weather conditions, and battlefield positioning. The Battle of Uhud highlights the decisive role of Mount
Uhud and the Hill of the Archers in securing the rear and protecting the flank of the Muslim army. The
Battle of al-Khandaq illustrates the effective integration of Madinah’s natural barriers with an artificial
defensive obstacle, enabling a smaller force to resist a significantly larger confederate army. The campaign
of Khaybar presents a distinctive example of siege warfare involving fortified oasis settlements, sequential
military pressure, logistical endurance, and post-conflict economic continuity.The findings reveal that the
Prophetic military strategy was neither static nor dependent upon a single model of warfare. It was
adaptive, context-sensitive, and deeply informed by the geography of each operational environment. The
study concludes that the military events of the Sirah should be understood not merely as chronological
narratives of conflict, but as historically grounded examples of strategic leadership, geographical
awareness, logistical planning, ethical restraint, and disciplined decision-making.

Keywords: Prophetic Biography (Sirah al-Nabawiyyah); Ghazawat; Saraya,; Military Geography; Geo-
Strategic Analysis; Battlefield Geography; Terrain Analysis; Strategic Positioning; Water Logistics;
Route Security; Key Terrain; Defensive Depth; Natural Obstacles; Artificial Obstacles; Mobility
Corridors; Siege Warfare; Fortified Settlements; Military Logistics; Post-Conflict Stabilization;
Madinah; Badr; Uhud; al-Khandag; Khaybar; Prophetic Military Strategy
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