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ABSTRACT

This study examines the formation and development of Islamic society during the caliphates of Sayyidna
Uthman ibn Affan and Sayyidna Ali ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with them). These two periods
represent a critical phase in early Islamic history, where rapid territorial expansion, administrative
transformation, and internal political challenges significantly shaped the social and political structure of
the Muslim community. The research focuses on identifying the key factors that contributed to the
development of Islamic society in these two eras, with special attention to governance, justice, economic
systems, and social cohesion. The primary purpose of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of the
two caliphates in order to understand how different historical circumstances influenced the evolution of
Islamic governance and social order. It also aims to highlight the principles of justice, consultation, and
accountability as practiced by both caliphs, and their impact on the stability of the Muslim society. A
qualitative research methodology has been adopted for this study. Data has been collected from primary
sources, including the Qur’an, Hadith literature, and classical historical works, as well as secondary
scholarly analyses. A descriptive and analytical approach has been used to examine historical events and
interpret their social and political implications. The findings reveal that the era of Sayyidna Uthman ibn
Affan was characterized by administrative expansion, economic prosperity, and efforts toward religious
unity, particularly through the standardization of the Qur’an. In contrast, the era of Sayyidna Ali ibn Abi
Talib was marked by internal conflicts and political instability, yet it strongly emphasized justice, equality,
and principled governance. Both caliphates contributed uniquely to the development of Islamic society
under different circumstances. In conclusion, the study finds that Islamic social development during the
Rightly Guided Caliphate was deeply rooted in moral leadership, consultation, and adherence to Islamic
principles. Despite differing challenges, both caliphates laid foundational models of governance that
continue to serve as guiding frameworks for Islamic political and social thought.
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