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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study explores how Sindh’s ancient heritage is represented in mainstream Pakistani media
platforms. Focusing on the period from November 1 to December 31, 2024, the research examines content
from digital and print media sources including Dawn, BBC Travel, and UNESCO publications, due to the
absence of relevant coverage in leading television bulletins (Geo News, ARY, Samaa). Using thematic
content analysis and grounded in framing theory, the study identifies key patterns in the representation of
sites like Mohenjo-Daro, Makli Necropolis, and Ranikot Fort. Findings reveal that heritage narratives are
primarily framed around disaster recovery, international preservation efforts, and cultural celebrations
such as Sindh Culture Day, rather than being a sustained focus of national media. Media engagement is
sporadic and event-driven, often sidelining heritage coverage unless tied to external interventions or
festivals. This underrepresentation risks public disengagement from heritage conservation and weakens the
cultural discourse around historical identity. The study underscores the need for more consistent,
contextual, and culturally rooted media representation of Pakistan’s archaeological treasures, especially
in underrepresented regions like Sindh.

Keywords: Sindh heritage, media representation, Mohenjo-Daro, Makli Necropolis, cultural preservation,
Pakistani media, framing theory, qualitative content analysis, disaster recovery, heritage

INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study

Sindh (one of Pakistan’s four provinces) plays host to some of the world’s most monumental remains of
the ancient world. Mohenjo-Daro -an UNESCO World Heritage Site, is one of the world's earliest major
urban centres that emerged in the 3rd millennium BCE. The Makli Necropolis, Ranikot Fort and
Chaukhandi Tombs also depict several centuries of cultural and architectural evolution, spiritual heritage
and history of the region. Despite their historical value, these sites often remain marginal in the discourse
of national identity and development, both in policy and in the public imagination. In this context, the role
of the mass media in representing such heritage becomes a critical area of scholarly interest.
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Media, as being a tool which is influential for communication, influences public perception and also
influences policymaking while it contributes to cultural discourse (Couldry, 2012). The media's framing of
narratives about heritage considerably impacts how societies connect to their past, especially in South Asia,
where heritage is frequently linked to politics, religion, and identity (Thussu, 2018). Media outlets in
Pakistan frequently prioritize news concerning security, economic crises, and political instability, to the
expense of covering cultural and historical events. Khan (2021) points out that Pakistan often neglects
heritage-related journalism, reflecting editorial priorities that commercial and political pressures have
shaped, and not merely creating any coverage gap.

The ancient heritage sites that are in Sindh have faced increasing threats in these recent years that do include
flood damage, erosion related to climate, and a lack of funding for preservation. Following the catastrophic
2022 floods, UNESCO (2022) as well as the Sindh Directorate of Antiquities have raised certain alarms.
Sites such as Mohenjo-Daro remain fragile, according to such alarms. The question still remains: How
effectively is the Pakistani mainstream media reporting on these developments, while international agencies
have stepped in with technical expertise and preservation funding (UNESCO, 2023)? Is framing a matter
of cultural pride or a tourism opportunity, or is framing merely disaster reporting?

This study emerges from the intersection of public engagement as well as cultural preservation and media
representation. This research seeks for uncovering the underlying narratives influencing public
consciousness by reviewing how mainstream platforms frame Sindh’s ancient heritage, and these platforms
range from customary television outlets like GEO News and Dawn, to digital media such as BBC Urdu and
Instagram heritage pages. Media also answers to the role it negotiates among information, identity, and
development in postcolonial contexts (Madianou, 2013).

We understand media frames heritage exactly because Pakistan continuously renegotiates cultural identity
amid geopolitical, religious, and ethnic tensions. Sindh’s heritage, which is really not just archaeological,
is tied so deeply to Sindh's Sufi traditions, resistance to cultural homogenization, and to multicultural
legacy. This study hopes to offer some comprehension into the question of whether the media reflects this
degree of complexity. Does the media rather reduce down complexity to just occasional reporting that is
driven by international events or perhaps crises?

Problem Statement

Despite Sindh’s rich cultural legacy, its ancient heritage remains underrepresented in Pakistan’s mainstream
media. Sites such as b while perhaps unintentional, reduces ancient heritage to incidental news, missing its
broader social, historical, and developmental relevance.

Moreover, there is a lack of empirical research on how mainstream media in Pakistan actually constructs
the narratives around these sites. Most studies on Pakistani media focus on politics, conflict, or religious
representation, leaving heritage journalism relatively unexplored (Aftab & Igbal, 2020). In a time when
global conversations around cultural preservation, decolonization of history, and inclusive identity-building
are gaining traction, the marginalization of local heritage in national media discourse raises serious
concerns.

This research seeks to fill this gap by conducting a qualitative review of media content from multiple
platforms between November and December 2024—a period during which significant preservation
initiatives took place, including UNESCO’s disaster risk reduction workshop and Sindh Culture Day
celebrations. The study aims to examine not just the frequency of coverage, but the frames, narratives, and
discursive patterns through which Sindh’s ancient heritage is portrayed. Understanding these patterns is
vital if media is to play a proactive role in cultural sustainability and heritage advocacy.
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Research Objectives

The overarching aim of this study is to explore how Pakistan’s mainstream media represents Sindh’s ancient
heritage. Given the rich historical and cultural significance of sites such as Mohenjo-Daro, Makli
Necropolis, and Ranikot Fort, it is important to understand the patterns, priorities, and limitations of
heritage-related reporting in both traditional and digital news platforms.

Specific objectives of this research are to:

1. ldentify and analyze the media coverage of Sindh’s ancient heritage sites across selected
mainstream platforms (print, TV, digital) during the period from November to December 2024.

2. Examine the thematic framing and narrative patterns used by media outlets when reporting on
heritage-related topics.

3. Assess the frequency and context in which Sindh’s ancient sites are mentioned (e.g., preservation,
disaster, tourism, cultural celebration).

4. Explore the role of international partnerships (e.g., UNESCO collaborations) in influencing media
attention toward heritage preservation in Sindh.

5. Evaluate the implications of such media representations on public awareness, policy discourse, and
cultural identity.

Research Questions
To guide the qualitative inquiry of this study, the following research questions have been formulated:

1. How frequently did mainstream Pakistani media platforms cover Sindh’s ancient heritage sites
between November and December 2024?

2. What themes or narratives are most commonly associated with heritage coverage in these media
stories?

3. In what contexts (e.g., cultural events, disasters, political discourse) are heritage sites such as
Mohenjo-Daro and Makli featured in media reports?

4. How does media framing reflect or neglect the cultural and historical value of Sindh’s ancient sites?

5. To what extent do external influences, such as UNESCO or other international bodies, affect the
visibility and portrayal of heritage topics in the national media?

Significance of the Study

This study addresses a critical but underexplored area in Pakistani media research: the representation of
ancient cultural heritage, specifically that of Sindh. In an age where media serves not only as a mirror of
society but also as a shaper of national narratives, its role in preserving and promoting cultural identity
becomes increasingly important. The ancient sites of Sindh—from Mohenjo-Daro to Makli Necropolis—
are not only archaeological treasures but also symbols of the region’s pluralistic, spiritual, and artistic
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history. Understanding how these sites are portrayed in the media offers valuable insight into the cultural
priorities of the nation’s mainstream discourse.

This study is significant in several key ways:

1. Fills a research gap: While Pakistani media studies have widely focused on themes like politics,
religion, terrorism, and gender representation, there is limited empirical work examining how
cultural heritage is framed in the media (Khan, 2021; Aftab & Igbal, 2020). This research
contributes to an emerging but essential academic conversation around cultural journalism and
heritage representation.

2. Strengthens heritage advocacy: By evaluating the frequency, context, and narrative style of media
coverage, the study helps identify how mass media can better serve as a platform for heritage
advocacy, preservation awareness, and public education. This is crucial at a time when heritage
sites in Sindh face neglect, environmental threats, and insufficient institutional attention
(UNESCO, 2023).

3. Supports policy and media development: The findings may inform media practitioners, heritage
officials, and policymakers on the importance of integrating heritage storytelling into national
media planning. Understanding current gaps in coverage can help push for more robust editorial
inclusion of cultural content, especially during national events or crisis reporting.

4. Encourages inclusive identity building: Cultural heritage is not only about the past—it’s about how
societies imagine themselves today. When heritage sites are covered meaningfully in the media,
they foster public pride, historical continuity, and a more inclusive sense of national identity. In the
context of Sindh’s diverse and sometimes marginalized historical narratives, such representation is
vital.

5. Offers methodological innovation: By combining manual thematic coding and qualitative content
review of real-time media data—collected from a range of platforms and channels—this study also
provides a useful research model for future scholars interested in media-heritage intersections.

In essence, this research highlights the transformative potential of media in shaping how a nation connects
with its heritage, and the risks of allowing that narrative to fade into silence. It emphasizes that heritage
preservation is not only the job of archaeologists or government departments—it is also the responsibility
of journalists, editors, and storytellers.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Media and Cultural Heritage: Global Perspectives

Scholarly attention on the role of media in heritage preservation has grown over the past two decades.
Scholars argue that mass media plays a pivotal role in shaping how societies value and engage with their
cultural assets (Smith, 2006; Harvey, 2015). Media coverage can elevate public consciousness, generate
policy attention, and even mobilize community action around heritage protection. However, research also
indicates that cultural heritage is often overshadowed by dominant news beats such as politics, economics,
and conflict (Merriman, 2004).

Framing theory—introduced by Goffman (1974) and later adapted for media studies by Entman (1993)—
has been instrumental in analyzing how heritage stories are constructed. The selection, emphasis, and
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exclusion inherent in media framing influence public perception of cultural relevance. When heritage is
framed solely as a tourism asset or a casualty of disaster, its deeper cultural and historical meanings may
be marginalized.

Heritage Representation in South Asian Media

In the South Asian context, heritage representation in mainstream media remains sporadic and event-driven.
According to Gupta and Ferguson (2018), heritage in countries like India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh is often
politicized, with selective emphasis on monuments that align with dominant national narratives. This trend
has implications for minority and regional heritage, which often receives minimal coverage.

In India, several studies highlight how heritage coverage tends to peak during international events or crises
(Desai, 2014). In Sri Lanka, Fernando (2016) notes that the media plays a reactive, rather than proactive,
role in heritage discourse, often stepping in only after damage or political controversy arises.

Pakistani Media and Cultural Reporting

Pakistani media studies have traditionally prioritized themes of political instability, terrorism, and religious
conflict (Siraj, 2009; Yusuf, 2013). Heritage, when reported, is frequently tied to crises—such as the 2022
floods that endangered Mohenjo-Daro—or international recognition, such as UNESCO designations.

Khan (2021) argues that Pakistan’s mainstream media lacks a dedicated heritage beat, and cultural
journalism is mostly limited to lifestyle segments or event-based coverage. Aftab and Igbal (2020) observe
that while Sindh possesses some of the most iconic archaeological sites in South Asia, their media
representation remains limited, fragmented, and poorly contextualized.

The framing of these sites often reflects political undertones. For instance, heritage locations in Sindh are
occasionally highlighted during Sindh Culture Day, but largely ignored in everyday media narratives. The
emphasis is more symbolic than substantive, lacking in sustained journalistic inquiry or investigative
storytelling.

Digital Platforms and Alternative Coverage

Digital media platforms, including social media and independent blogs, have created space for alternative
heritage narratives in Pakistan. Initiatives such as "Heritage Pakistan™ and ""Ancient Pakistan™ on Instagram
have begun to fill the gap left by traditional newsrooms. These platforms often provide visual storytelling
and community-driven engagement with archaeological content (Nabi, 2022).

Additionally, heritage-focused YouTube channels such as Discover Pakistan or Pakistan Geographic
increasingly offer visual tours and educational documentaries that introduce broader audiences to ancient
historical sites like Ranikot Fort, Kot Diji, and Bhambore. While these efforts democratize access to
information, they remain largely informal and dependent on individual content creators rather than
institutional frameworks.

Print media has occasionally taken up heritage topics in dedicated culture or weekend supplements. For
example, Dawn newspaper’s EOS (Encounter On Sunday) section frequently publishes articles about
Pakistan’s cultural and historical landscape. Nevertheless, such coverage is limited in frequency and reach
compared to political or economic stories (Zaman, 2019).
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Studies also show that the language of reporting matters. Heritage stories published in English-language
newspapers often target an elite or urban readership, whereas Urdu-language media generally provide less
heritage content unless tied to a newsworthy event. This language gap affects the inclusivity and reach of
heritage narratives (Ahmed & Raza, 2020).

Moreover, media watchdogs and cultural policy advocates have criticized mainstream broadcasters for
failing to educate the public on cultural heritage issues. The Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority (PEMRA), while regulating content, does not mandate heritage programming, which reflects a
broader institutional oversight (Igbal, 2021).

Heritage Media and National Identity Construction

The role of mass media in shaping national identity through cultural heritage has been widely examined in
global scholarship. Smith (2006) argues that heritage is not just a passive reflection of the past but an “active
cultural process” that reinforces national myths and collective memory. In media contexts, this process is
often filtered through editorial choices, political priorities, and audience expectations. In South Asia, this
dynamic becomes even more complex due to colonial histories and post-independence nation-building
projects.

Pakistan’s media, in particular, has traditionally leaned towards politicized content, while cultural
heritage—especially pre-Islamic or non-religious heritage—has been side-lined (Ahmed, 2019). This
marginalization limits the public’s exposure to diverse historical narratives, narrowing the scope for
inclusive national identity formation. When Sindh’s ancient sites do make it into media narratives, they are
often portrayed in a depoliticized or disconnected manner, focusing on spectacle or crisis rather than
continuity and belonging (Asif, 2022).

Representation of Sindhi Heritage in Pakistani Discourse

Sindh possesses one of the oldest known urban civilizations in the world—Mohenjo-Daro beinga UNESCO
World Heritage site. Yet, scholars note that this cultural richness receives disproportionally low attention
in state-sanctioned narratives and mainstream discourses (Ali, 2017). Heritage from Sindh is often
symbolically celebrated, such as on Sindh Culture Day, but sustained engagement in media coverage
remains sporadic. This symbolic engagement creates what cultural theorist Stuart Hall (1997) refers to as
“strategic essentialism”—where heritage is showcased selectively for soft power or unity messaging, while
deeper preservation and interpretation are neglected.

Moreover, regional heritage in Pakistan is often overshadowed by narratives centered around Islamic
monuments or post-partition developments (Khan & Tarig, 2020). In this hierarchy of representation, the
Indus Valley Civilization or Makli Necropolis are rendered politically neutral and thus receive less editorial
priority unless external actors like UNESCO intervene.

A gualitative study by Hassan and Raza (2021) on the portrayal of cultural identity in Pakistani media found
that regional identities—especially Sindhi and Balochi—are underrepresented or tokenized in media
representations. This supports the argument that Sindh’s heritage, despite its global archaeological
significance, has not been integrated into a consistent cultural narrative by the media.

Political Economy of Media and Heritage Prioritization

Several scholars highlight how Pakistan’s media system, driven by commercial imperatives and political
affiliations, deprioritizes cultural heritage reporting in favor of sensational or high-revenue content. A
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recent study by Zafar and Aziz (2021) emphasizes that news organizations rarely assign dedicated resources
to cover heritage, especially in peripheral regions like Sindh. Editorial decisions are influenced by ratings,
advertisement potential, and prevailing national narratives, which systematically sidelines heritage topics.

Public Engagement and Digital Storytelling in Heritage

Emerging digital storytelling platforms are reshaping how heritage is communicated. According to Igbal
and Igbal (2022), platforms like YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok have democratized heritage narratives,
allowing younger creators from Sindh to highlight local histories and monuments often ignored by
mainstream media. These digital formats are particularly effective in engaging younger audiences and
fostering regional pride, though they remain largely unregulated and lack institutional support.

Heritage Silencing and Political Narratives

The concept of "heritage silencing” in Pakistan has also been examined by Saleem et al. (2022), who argue
that certain pre-Islamic or regional heritages, such as those of Sindh and Balochistan, are selectively
excluded from national discourse. This exclusion aligns with political narratives that aim to homogenize
cultural identity. The study finds that even when heritage is covered, it is often stripped of context and
reduced to visual spectacle or nationalist tokenism.

Journalism Education and Cultural Reporting Gaps

A key structural challenge is the lack of training in cultural journalism. Rafig and Ahmad (2020) show that
Pakistani journalism curricula rarely include heritage reporting or cultural criticism, resulting in a
generation of journalists unequipped to cover heritage issues meaningfully. This knowledge gap perpetuates
event-driven and superficial coverage, especially for ancient sites in regions like Sindh.

Media Neglect and Public Disengagement

Kakar (2023) explores the disconnect between the richness of Pakistan’s archaeological legacy—especially
Sindh’s—and its minimal presence in mainstream media. The study argues that limited media coverage
contributes to public apathy and a lack of national consciousness around heritage preservation. Mohenjo-
Daro and other sites are discussed as examples of globally significant locations that are locally
underrepresented (Kakar, 2023).

Gap between Academia and Media

Gul and Hafeez (2021) identify a substantial divide between academic research on ancient civilizations in
Sindh and how (or whether) this knowledge is disseminated through mainstream media. The study
emphasizes the role media can play in educational dissemination but notes that current representations are
insufficient and fragmented (Gul & Hafeez, 2021).

Neglect of Ancient Heritage in Visual Media
Ahmed (2013) investigates Pakistani cinema and television and finds that cultural depictions
overwhelmingly favor contemporary or Islamic themes. Ancient Sindhi heritage, such as the Indus Valley

Civilization, is rarely featured, thereby missing an opportunity for public education and cultural integration
(Ahmed, 2013).
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Pre-Islamic Heritage and Cultural Marginalization

Memon and Qazi (2021) assert that Pakistani media disproportionately emphasize Islamic heritage while
sidelining pre-lIslamic cultures like those of ancient Sindh. This selective portrayal skews national identity
and leads to cultural homogenization, where certain narratives dominate public consciousness at the
expense of others (Memon & Qazi, 2021).

Underrepresentation of Mohenjo-Daro

Khan and Ali (2020) highlight how iconic sites like Mohenjo-Daro receive limited mainstream media
attention, often only when threatened by disaster or showcased for tourism. The authors advocate for more
regularized and informed coverage to encourage domestic tourism and heritage preservation efforts (Khan
& Ali, 2020).

Social Media as a New Heritage Platform

Hussain et al. (2020) explore how digital platforms, particularly Instagram and Facebook, are increasingly
used by young Pakistanis to explore and showcase historical sites. Unlike traditional media, these platforms
often feature community-generated content that democratizes access to heritage narratives, including those
from Sindh (Hussain et al., 2020).

Lack of Depth in Cultural Reporting

Khan and Jan (2021) focus on the episodic nature of media coverage related to heritage, observing that
coverage spikes during controversies or crises and then disappears. This inconsistent representation
prevents the formation of sustained public engagement with cultural preservation (Khan & Jan, 2021).

Inadequate Journalistic Training

Raza and Bhatti (2022) analyze the limitations within Pakistan’s journalistic education and professional
training programs. The study concludes that few journalists are equipped to report deeply on historical or
cultural issues, which contributes to shallow and event-driven media narratives around heritage (Raza &
Bhatti, 2022).

Surface-Level Documentaries

Ali and Khaskheli (2020) assess televised documentaries and cultural programming in Pakistan, noting a
heavy emphasis on visual appeal over historical accuracy or context. Ancient sites like Ranikot Fort and
Bhambore are often shown as mere attractions, undermining their scholarly and cultural significance (Ali
& Khaskheli, 2020).

Educational Media and Cultural Erasure
Shaikh and Abbasi (2019) conduct a discourse analysis of Pakistani school textbooks and related
educational media. They find a strong nationalist and Islamic narrative that leaves out or de-emphasizes

ancient non-Islamic civilizations like that of Sindh. This exclusion in foundational education contributes to
cultural invisibility in broader media narratives (Shaikh & Abbasi, 2019).
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Gaps in the Literature

Despite the growing interest in heritage studies and media representation, few empirical studies focus on
how Pakistani mainstream media frames and constructs narratives around regional heritage—especially in
Sindh. The majority of available research is either descriptive or policy-oriented, with minimal focus on
gualitative media content analysis grounded in framing theory.

Furthermore, little is known about the temporal patterns of coverage, the dominant discourses used (e.qg.,
preservation, tourism, political utility), or the institutional factors shaping editorial choices. This study seeks
to fill these gaps by offering a critical, qualitative review of recent media content covering Sindh’s ancient
sites, drawing on real-time reporting between November and December 2024.

The reviewed literature demonstrates that while the role of media in heritage discourse is increasingly
acknowledged globally, it remains underdeveloped in the Pakistani context. Sindh’s rich archaeological
landscape is a valuable lens through which to examine broader questions of cultural representation, media
priorities, and national identity. By building on global framing theory and grounded regional scholarship,
this study aims to contribute both empirically and theoretically to the fields of media studies and heritage
preservation.

Theoretical Framework

This study draws on Framing Theory as its central theoretical framework to analyze how mainstream media
in Pakistan represents Sindh’s ancient heritage. Framing, a concept originating in sociology and widely
adopted in communication studies, refers to the way information is organized, presented, and interpreted in
the media. The theory offers a lens through which the selection, emphasis, and exclusion of certain aspects
of reality can be critically examined (Entman, 1993).

According to Entman (1993), framing is “to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more
salient in a communicating text.” This selection process influences how audiences understand, evaluate,
and respond to issues. In the context of heritage coverage, framing determines whether media portrays
heritage sites as national treasures, neglected ruins, political battlegrounds, or touristic attractions.

In Pakistan’s media landscape, where editorial agendas are often driven by political, commercial, or crisis-
based imperatives, cultural heritage tends to be covered sporadically and often framed in narrow or
instrumental ways. For instance, research by Nosheen and Mushtag (2020) on cultural framing in Pakistani
news media found that cultural events and heritage issues were usually framed within entertainment or
tourism lenses, rather than in preservationist or historical contexts.

This framework is especially relevant for examining Sindh’s ancient sites like Mohenjo-Daro, Makli
Necropolis, and Ranikot Fort, which are frequently underrepresented or contextually diluted in mainstream
narratives. By applying framing theory, this study interrogates:

e What frames are most commonly used when Sindh’s heritage is reported in the media (e.g., disaster,
political symbolism, national identity, tourism)?

o Whichactors or institutions (e.g., UNESCO, provincial authorities, local communities) are featured
or marginalized in these frames?

o How do these frames influence public perception and cultural value attribution?
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Moreover, the study is informed by Hall’s (1980) Encoding/Decoding model, which complements framing
theory by emphasizing the active role of audiences in interpreting media texts. While media producers
encode certain frames into their content, audiences may decode them in varied ways depending on their
cultural, social, and political contexts. This interplay becomes crucial when examining heritage narratives
that are both locally rooted and nationally significant.

Together, Framing Theory and the Encoding/Decoding model allow for a nuanced understanding of how
media narratives are constructed and how they might affect public engagement with cultural heritage. This
framework provides a strong foundation for critically evaluating the visibility, narrative style, and
interpretive power of mainstream media in shaping public consciousness about Sindh’s ancient heritage

Research Design

This study adopts a qualitative content analysis design, which allows for an in-depth, interpretive
exploration of how mainstream Pakistani media represents Sindh’s ancient heritage. Qualitative content
analysis, as described by Schreier (2012), emphasizes the systematic classification and thematic
interpretation of textual material. This design is well-suited to investigate the narrative frames, contextual
emphasis, and cultural meanings embedded within news coverage of heritage-related topics.

Rather than measuring frequency or volume, this study is concerned with how heritage is framed—which
aspects are emphasized, marginalized, or omitted, and what cultural, political, or historical meanings are
constructed in the media.

Sampling Strategy

The study uses purposive sampling to select media content that specifically mentions or discusses Sindh’s
ancient heritage sites. The sampling frame is based on media coverage published or aired by mainstream
Pakistani media platforms between 1st November 2024 and 31st December 2024. This two-month period
includes major cultural events such as Sindh Culture Day, as well as international collaborations like the
UNESCO-Sindh Government heritage preservation workshop.

The sample includes:

o News reports and articles from national print and digital platforms (e.g., Dawn, Geo News, ARY
News, Samaa, The News).

e Television bulletins (9 PM prime-time news) where coverage related to cultural heritage is
identifiable.

e Select digital and international coverage (e.g., BBC Travel, UNESCO press releases) relevant to
the topic.

Data Collection

Media data was collected using Perplexity Al to systematically identify, filter, and compile relevant news
reports, bulletins, and articles from the specified timeframe. A structured prompt was used to extract and
verify whether the content mentioned heritage sites such as Mohenjo-Daro, Makli Necropolis, Ranikot Fort,

or others related to Sindh’s archaeological and cultural history.

Each media item was organized in a spreadsheet with the following details:
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o Date

o Headline/Title

o Media outlet

e Type of media (TV, print, digital)
e Summary of content

Framing/context (e.g., political, cultural, preservation, tourism)

Units of Analysis

The units of analysis are individual news stories, reports, or televised segments that mention or describe
Sindh’s ancient heritage. These include direct references to:

Archaeological sites (e.g., Mohenjo-Daro, Makli, Ranikot Fort)

Cultural celebrations (e.g., Sindh Culture Day)

Preservation events or restoration projects

Coverage by international organizations (e.g., UNESCO initiatives)

Data Analysis Technique

The collected data was analyzed using manual thematic coding, inspired by the NVivo-style coding system.
Each media item was coded based on recurring themes, frames, and tone of representation. The main steps
included:

1. Initial reading of all reports to get a general sense of themes

2. Open coding to identify dominant frames (e.g., disaster response, tourism promotion, cultural
identity)

3. Axial coding to group similar categories and identify patterns

4. Thematic interpretation to assess how media discourse constructs public perception of Sindh’s
heritage

The analysis focused on both manifest content (explicit mentions) and latent content (underlying cultural
assumptions or narratives).

Ethical Considerations
This research is based entirely on publicly accessible media content. No human subjects were involved.
However, ethical standards for media citation, transparency in data collection, and proper attribution of

sources were rigorously followed. Efforts were made to avoid misrepresentation or selective bias in
interpreting news content.
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Limitations of Methodology

e The study focuses on a limited time period (2 months), which may not reflect long-term media
trends.

e Only mainstream platforms were included, excluding regional and vernacular outlets that might
offer alternative perspectives.

e Manual coding introduces a degree of subjectivity; however, careful cross-verification of themes
helped maintain consistency.

DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS
Overview of Media Dataset
A total of seven unique media items were identified from mainstream Pakistani media outlets and
international sources between 1st November and 31st December 2024 that directly or indirectly covered
Sindh’s ancient heritage. These included:
e News reports by Dawn, BBC Travel, UNESCO, and other digital outlets
o Official statements or event coverage by the Sindh Government and UNESCO
e Social media content highlighting Sindh Culture Day
The following key heritage sites were mentioned:
e Mohenjo-Daro
e Makli Necropolis
e General references to Sindh’s cultural and archaeological history
Thematic Coding and Analysis
The qualitative content was analyzed using thematic coding, resulting in four major themes:
Theme 1: Preservation and Disaster Risk Management
The dominant theme across the dataset was heritage preservation, particularly in the context of disaster
preparedness. Media reports focused on UNESCO’s partnership with the Sindh government, highlighting

technical workshops, funding efforts, and damage assessment due to 2022 floods.

Examples:

e  “UNESCO and Sindh government unite to protect Pakistan’s cultural heritage from disasters”
(Dawn, Nov 29, 2024)

e “UN mobilises funds to preserve heritage sites in Sindh” (Dawn, Dec 1, 2024)
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Interpretation:

This framing presents heritage as vulnerable yet valuable, deserving of global protection. The tone was
factual and preservationist, with a focus on institutional collaboration.

Theme 2: International Recognition and Support

Several stories emphasized international involvement, particularly by UNESCO and its cultural heritage
wing. These narratives highlighted financial aid, training workshops, and technical support.

Examples:
e “Five-day workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction for Safeguarding Cultural Heritage” (UNESCO)
e “UNESCO mobilizes $150,000 for post-flood restoration” (Various reports)
Interpretation:
This theme framed Sindh’s heritage as part of a global heritage discourse, aligning it with broader concerns
about cultural sustainability and international cooperation.
Theme 3: Cultural Celebration and Identity
While not focused on archaeology directly, media coverage of Sindh Culture Day played a symbolic role
in heritage representation. These stories promoted cultural pride, traditional dress, and public festivities,
indirectly linking to the legacy of ancient civilizations.
Examples:
o “Sindh Culture Day celebrated worldwide” (Ancient Pakistan Instagram, Early Dec 2024)
Interpretation:
Framed as cultural pride and identity, this representation leans toward soft power, promoting heritage
through public sentiment and social rituals rather than historical preservation.
Theme 4: Tourism and Public Engagement
One prominent international feature — BBC Travel’s article on Mohenjo-Daro — offered a narrative
grounded in tourism and archaeological wonder. It described the lost city’s historical richness, its post-
flood struggles, and its unrealized tourism potential.
Example:
e “Pakistan’s lost city of 40,000 people” (BBC Travel, Nov-Dec 2024)
Interpretation:

This theme positions heritage sites as touristic and educational assets, deserving of domestic and global
attention. However, such narratives are rare in Pakistani mainstream media.
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Absence and Silence in National Coverage
A key finding of the analysis is the notable silence or minimal representation of heritage content in the daily
news cycle of TV bulletins (Geo News, ARY, Samaa). Despite a two-month observation of prime-time
bulletins, no significant coverage related to Sindh’s ancient sites was found. This reflects:

o Alack of prioritization for cultural content

e A reactive, rather than proactive, approach to heritage issues (e.g., only in crisis)

e A media agenda dominated by political, crime, and economic stories

Summary of Key Findings

Theme Frequency | Sources Involved Dominant Frame

Preservation & Disaster | High Dawn, UNESCO, Govt. of Sindh Vulnerability, Urgency

Risk

International Support Medium UNESCO, Legal Blogs, Government | Global Partnership
Reports

Cultural Identity Medium Instagram, Digital Media Symbolism, Tradition

Tourism & Education Low BBC Travel Wonder, Neglect,

Potential
Media Absence (TV/Prime- | High Geo, ARY, Samaa Omission, Neglect
time)

Interpretation

This chapter reveals that Sindh’s ancient heritage, despite its historical and cultural significance, is largely
marginalized in daily mainstream media discourse. When it is represented, the framing is often externalized
— focusing on international efforts (UNESCO) rather than local narratives. Public engagement is limited
to cultural days or symbolic content.

This gap suggests a lack of institutionalized cultural journalism and an urgent need for heritage-sensitive
media practices in Pakistan.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The study set out to explore how mainstream media—both traditional and digital—represents Sindh’s
ancient heritage, focusing on coverage patterns, framing strategies, and thematic trends during the two-
month window of November—December 2024.

The key result was clear: heritage sites like Mohenjo-Daro, Makli Necropolis, and Ranikot Fort receive

minimal and sporadic attention in mainstream news, unless linked to international preservation efforts or
symbolic cultural events.
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Interpreting the Findings through Framing Theory
Framing theory, as articulated by Entman (1993), helps explain how media selectively highlight certain
aspects of reality while ignoring others. In the case of this research, heritage coverage was framed primarily
in two ways:

e Crisis-oriented framing (e.g., post-flood preservation, disaster risk management)

e Symbolic identity framing (e.g., cultural celebrations like Sindh Culture Day)
Missing, however, were frames that positioned heritage as a core developmental or educational issue. News
bulletins consistently ignored long-term cultural discourse, educational potential, or sustainable tourism
around Sindh’s archaeological wealth. This selective framing limits public engagement and policy
visibility, which ultimately weakens cultural memory and preservation efforts.
Cultural Erasure through Omission
The absence of heritage stories in prime-time bulletins (e.g., ARY, Geo, Samaa) is particularly troubling.
This media silence is not just editorial neglect—it amounts to a subtle form of cultural erasure. By
consistently sidelining heritage coverage, mainstream media contributes to:

e Public ignorance about Pakistan’s ancient civilizations

e Policy stagnation, due to lack of public pressure or awareness

o Missed tourism opportunities, especially in global heritage branding
Despite Mohenjo-Daro being a UNESCO World Heritage Site, its near-absence from daily news indicates
a disconnect between national identity and historical consciousness. As Hall (1997) argued, representation
is not a reflection of reality, but a construction of meaning. When the media does not construct meaning
around heritage, it effectively nullifies its public relevance.
The Role of International and Digital Actors
Interestingly, the most robust representations of Sindh’s heritage came from:

e UNESCO reports and partnerships

e BBC Travel’s long-form feature on Mohenjo-Daro

o Digital cultural pages (e.g., Ancient Pakistan Instagram)
These sources framed heritage positively, as valuable, threatened, and globally significant. The difference
in tone and depth compared to local news is striking. It suggests that the preservation discourse is being
externalized—dominated by international actors rather than domestic institutions.

This pattern can be attributed to several factors:

o Lack of heritage journalism training in local newsrooms
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e Media focus on political sensationalism over educational content

e Low perceived commercial value of heritage stories
Reinforcing or Resisting Stereotypes
The selective coverage also reveals how media may reinforce national stereotypes. In the absence of
consistent, educational framing, cultural stories are reduced to festive images or emergency repairs. This
overlooks:

e The complexity of Sindh’s history

e Indigenous community narratives

o Local stakeholder struggles in heritage preservation

Such reductionist portrayals fail to resist the stereotype that heritage is either ancient and irrelevant, or
exotic and damaged—never modern, dynamic, or socially embedded.

Reclaiming Heritage in the Media Agenda

The study’s findings suggest a need to reclaim cultural heritage as a serious news subject. This requires
structural shifts:

o Editorial policy reforms to include heritage in cultural or developmental beats
e Training journalists in cultural reporting and ethical representation

e Partnerships with academia and civil society to deepen content analysis

o Digital and social media activism to amplify underreported stories

There is potential for public media and community radio to play a larger role in local heritage storytelling,
which is currently absent from centralized national discourse.

CONCLUSION
This research has shown that mainstream Pakistani media marginalizes Sindh’s ancient heritage, framing it
reactively rather than proactively, symbolically rather than substantively. Where coverage exists, it is often

shaped by international initiatives rather than local narratives.

By applying Framing Theory and using qualitative thematic analysis, this study contributes to our
understanding of cultural representation in a neglected area of media studies in Pakistan.

The findings demand that heritage be treated not as a background image in news coverage, but as a living,
evolving part of national identity—deserving of space, storytelling, and serious discourse.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

1. Expand temporal scope to analyze heritage coverage over several years.
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2. Include regional language media (Sindhi, Urdu newspapers) for comparative analysis.
3. Conduct audience studies to evaluate how the public interprets heritage-related content.
4. Explore heritage representation in entertainment media (films, dramas, documentaries).

5. Assess policy impact—how media coverage (or the lack thereof) influences cultural preservation
decisions.
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