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ABSTRACT

This study examines how linguistic patterns and stylistic preferences function as empirical markers of
authorial identity and self-representation in contemporary Pakistani fiction. Despite growing scholarly
interest in identity construction, existing research largely relies on qualitative interpretation, thereby
leaving a gap in empirical, corpus-based evidence. Therefore, this study aims to identify recurrent linguistic
patterns and analyze how these patterns construct and signify authorial identity. The research is grounded
in a combined theoretical framework of Systemic Functional Linguistics, corpus stylistics, and discourse
theory, which together conceptualize language as a meaning-making system shaped by choice and context.
A mixed-method corpus-based approach was adopted to achieve these objectives. A corpus of
contemporary Pakistani fiction (2000—present) was compiled and analyzed using corpus tools such as
AntConc. Quantitative technigues, including frequency, keyword, collocation, and concordance analyses,
were employed, followed by qualitative interpretation of linguistic patterns. The findings revealed that
identity-related lexical fields, first-person narration, metaphorical expressions, and collocational patterns
of silence and voice dominate the corpus. These patterns were found to function as consistent markers of
fragmented subjectivity and self-representation. The study concludes that authorial identity is not merely
interpretive but linguistically traceable through systematic patterns. These findings have contributed to
bridging the gap between qualitative literary analysis and quantitative corpus evidence. It is recommended
that future research expand corpus size, include multilingual texts, and apply comparative approaches
across South Asian literature.

Keywords: Authorial Identity; Corpus Linguistics; Linguistic Patterns; Pakistani Fiction; Self-
Representation; Stylistics
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INTRODUCTION

What distinguishes one author’s voice from another in a measurable way? This question becomes
particularly compelling in an age where vast digital corpora make it possible to quantify linguistic behavior
across texts. As stylistic variation increasingly intersects with computational methods, scholars argue that
patterns of language use are not random but systematically encode aspects of identity (Biber, 1995;
Halliday, 1994). Indeed, linguistic choices—whether lexical, syntactic, or discursive—function as markers
of authorial presence, thereby shaping how subjectivity is constructed and perceived. Consequently, the
study of authorial identity through linguistic patterns has emerged as a critical area within corpus linguistics
and literary studies. However, while global scholarship continues to expand, there remains limited attention
to how these patterns operate within contemporary Pakistani fiction, a body of literature rich in narrative
voice and self-representation.

In this context, the present study examines how linguistic patterns and stylistic preferences contribute to
the construction of authorial identity, using a corpus-based analytical framework. More specifically, it
investigates how recurrent lexical choices, collocations, and discourse features function as evidence (proof)
of identity construction in literary texts. Previous research has established that corpus linguistics provides
empirical tools for uncovering stylistic regularities (Baker, 2006; McEnery & Hardie, 2012). At the same
time, literary scholars have emphasized that identity in fiction is not merely thematic but deeply embedded
in language itself (Simpson, 2004). Nevertheless, these two strands—quantitative corpus methods and
qualitative literary interpretation—have often remained insufficiently integrated.

Furthermore, the importance of this topic lies in its interdisciplinary relevance. On the one hand, it advances
corpus stylistics, which seeks to bridge linguistic data and literary meaning; on the other hand, it contributes
to identity studies by demonstrating how self-representation is linguistically encoded. Importantly, recent
developments in corpus tools and digital humanities have enabled more nuanced analysis of large textual
datasets, making it possible to identify subtle stylistic patterns that were previously inaccessible (Sinclair,
2004). Despite these advances, a significant problem persists: most corpus-based studies focus on canonical
Western texts, thereby marginalizing voices from regions such as Pakistan.

This limitation creates a clear research gap. While Pakistani fiction has gained global recognition for its
thematic richness and narrative complexity, there is a lack of systematic, corpus-driven analysis of how
authors construct identity through language. Existing studies tend to rely on close reading rather than
empirical linguistic evidence, which restricts the scope of analysis. Moreover, as Baker (2006)
demonstrated, corpus methods can reveal patterns that are not immediately visible through traditional
analysis. Therefore, integrating corpus techniques with literary inquiry is not only necessary but timely.

Within the local context, contemporary Pakistani fiction—particularly works written in English—offers a
fertile ground for such investigation. Authors such as Mohsin Hamid and Kamila Shamsie employ
distinctive narrative strategies, blending global and local discourses to construct multifaceted identities.
These texts often negotiate themes of globalization, modernity, and selfhood, making them ideal for
examining how linguistic patterns reflect broader socio-cultural positioning. Thus, studying these works
through a corpus-based lens enables a deeper understanding of both individual authorial style and collective
literary tendencies.

Given these considerations, the present study aims to address the following objectives:
First, it seeks to identify recurring linguistic patterns and stylistic preferences in a selected corpus of
contemporary Pakistani fiction. Second, it examines how these patterns function as markers of authorial
identity and self-representation. Third, it aims to demonstrate how corpus-based evidence can complement
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and enhance literary interpretation. Ultimately, this paper argues that pattern, preference, and proof are
interconnected dimensions through which authorial identity becomes linguistically visible.

In doing so, this study contributes to the growing field of corpus stylistics by foregrounding
underrepresented literary contexts. At the same time, it provides a methodological framework that integrates
guantitative and qualitative analysis. Therefore, the paper not only fills an existing research gap but also
offers new insights into the relationship between language, identity, and literary expression.

Background of the Study

The relationship between language and identity has long been a central concern in linguistics and literary
studies. Traditionally, stylistics focused on identifying distinctive features of an author’s writing through
qualitative analysis. However, with the emergence of corpus linguistics, this focus has shifted toward
empirical and data-driven approaches, enabling researchers to analyze large bodies of text systematically
(McEnery & Hardie, 2012). As a result, the concept of authorial identity is increasingly understood as a
pattern of recurring linguistic choices rather than an abstract notion.

Early foundational work by Halliday (1994) established that language functions as a system of meaning-
making, where choices are socially and contextually motivated. Building on this, Biber (1995) introduced
multidimensional analysis, demonstrating how linguistic variation can be quantified across texts. Similarly,
Sinclair (2004) emphasized the importance of collocation and phraseology in shaping meaning, arguing
that repeated patterns are central to understanding language use. Together, these studies provide a
theoretical and methodological foundation for corpus-based analysis of literary texts.

In parallel, literary scholars have explored how narrative voice and stylistic features contribute to identity
construction. Simpson (2004) argued that stylistics bridges the gap between linguistic form and literary
interpretation, highlighting how language encodes perspective and subjectivity. More recently, corpus
stylistics has emerged as a hybrid field that combines these approaches, offering new tools for analyzing
literary language (Baker, 2006). However, despite its potential, this field has predominantly focused on
Western literature, leaving other literary traditions underexplored.

Within the South Asian context, and particularly in Pakistan, fiction has evolved significantly over the past
few decades. Contemporary Pakistani writers engage with complex themes such as globalization, migration,
and identity negotiation. Their works often exhibit unique linguistic features, including code-switching,
hybridized expressions, and culturally specific metaphors. Nevertheless, most studies of Pakistani fiction
rely on thematic or theoretical analysis rather than systematic linguistic investigation. Consequently, there
is limited understanding of how linguistic patterns function as evidence of authorial identity in this context.

Moreover, the increasing availability of digital texts and corpus tools presents new opportunities for
research. Corpus-based methods allow scholars to move beyond subjective interpretation and provide
guantifiable evidence for stylistic claims. For instance, frequency analysis, keyword analysis, and
collocation patterns can reveal how authors consistently construct meaning. Therefore, applying these
methods to Pakistani fiction not only enriches literary analysis but also contributes to the diversification of
corpus linguistics research.

In summary, the background of this study lies at the intersection of corpus linguistics, stylistics, and identity

studies. While significant progress has been made in each of these areas, their integration within the context
of Pakistani fiction remains limited. Accordingly, this study builds on existing theoretical frameworks while
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addressing a critical gap in the literature. By doing so, it establishes a foundation for a more comprehensive
understanding of how language functions as a marker of identity in contemporary literary texts.

Research Objectives
This study sets out the following objectives:

1. To identify and analyze recurrent linguistic patterns and stylistic preferences in a corpus of
contemporary Pakistani fiction.

2. To examine how these linguistic patterns function as markers of authorial identity and self-
representation.

Research Questions
The study seeks to answer:

1. What recurrent linguistic patterns and stylistic preferences characterize contemporary Pakistani
fiction?

2. How do these patterns function as markers of authorial identity and self-representation?
Research Problem

In recent years, the study of authorial identity has gained increasing attention in linguistics and literary
studies; however, most analyses continue to rely heavily on qualitative interpretation rather than empirical
linguistic evidence. Consequently, while scholars recognize that linguistic choices reflect identity, there is
still limited understanding of how these choices operate as systematic and measurable patterns. Moreover,
existing corpus-based studies have predominantly focused on Western literary texts, thereby overlooking
non-Western contexts. In particular, contemporary Pakistani fiction remains underexplored from a corpus
stylistic perspective, despite its rich linguistic and narrative diversity. Therefore, the central problem
addressed in this study is the lack of empirical, corpus-based analysis of how linguistic patterns and stylistic
preferences function as evidence proof of authorial identity and self-representation in Pakistani fiction.

Significance of the Study

This study is significant on multiple levels. First, it contributes to the field of corpus stylistics by
demonstrating how quantitative linguistic analysis can enhance literary interpretation. In addition, it
provides empirical evidence for understanding authorial identity, moving beyond purely subjective
readings. Furthermore, by focusing on contemporary Pakistani fiction, the study brings attention to a
relatively underrepresented literary context in corpus-based research. As a result, it not only broadens the
geographical scope of corpus linguistics but also enriches discussions of identity and self-representation in
global literature. Ultimately, the study offers a methodological framework that integrates linguistic patterns
with literary meaning, thereby benefiting both linguists and literary scholars.
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Limitations of the Study

Despite its contributions, the study has certain limitations. First, the analysis is restricted to a selected corpus
of contemporary Pakistani fiction, which may not fully represent all authors or styles within the broader
literary landscape. Second, the focus on texts written in English may exclude important works in Urdu or
other regional languages. Moreover, while corpus tools can reveal patterns and frequencies, they may not
capture the full depth of contextual or cultural meaning embedded in the texts. Therefore, the findings
should be interpreted within the scope of the selected dataset and methodological approach.

Originality and Novelty

This study offers a distinct contribution to existing scholarship. Most importantly, it integrates corpus
linguistics with the analysis of authorial identity and self-representation, an area that remains insufficiently
explored in the context of Pakistani fiction. Unlike traditional literary studies, which rely on close reading,
this research provides empirical proof through linguistic data, thereby strengthening the validity of stylistic
claims. In addition, the focus on pattern, preference, and proof as interconnected analytical dimensions
represents an innovative framework for understanding identity construction in literature. Consequently, the
study not only fills a critical research gap but also introduces a replicable model for future interdisciplinary
research.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The relationship between language and identity remains a central concern in contemporary linguistics and
literary studies. To begin with, recent scholarship consistently emphasizes that authorial identity is not a
fixed attribute but a dynamic construct emerging through linguistic choices, stylistic patterns, and discourse
strategies. Halliday’s systemic functional linguistics has long established that language operates as a
meaning-making resource, where grammatical and lexical choices reflect social and ideological
positioning. In this regard, linguistic expression is increasingly understood as a site where identity is both
constructed and negotiated.

Moreover, stylistics scholars argue that narrative voice and linguistic form are deeply intertwined with
subjectivity. Simpson (2004) emphasizes that textual meaning is shaped through patterns of transitivity,
modality, and point of view, which collectively encode authorial presence. Similarly, corpus stylisticians
such as Mahlberg (2013) demonstrate that recurring lexical patterns and phraseological clusters are not
random but function as structural evidence of stylistic identity. Consequently, authorial identity is now
widely examined as a measurable linguistic phenomenon rather than purely a subjective literary impression.

However, while these studies provide strong theoretical foundations, they often rely on either qualitative
interpretation or Western literary corpora. As a result, non-Western literary traditions remain
underrepresented in empirical stylistic research.

To further build the discussion, corpus linguistics has significantly transformed the study of language by
enabling large-scale, systematic analysis of textual data. Specifically, Biber (1995) demonstrated that
linguistic variation can be quantified across registers, showing that patterns of frequency and distribution
reflect communicative function. In addition, Sinclair (2004) argues that meaning is constructed through
repeated patterns of collocation, thereby shifting attention from isolated words to extended linguistic units.

More recently, McEnery and Hardie (2012) have emphasized that corpus tools allow researchers to identify
hidden regularities in language use that are not accessible through traditional close reading. Furthermore,
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Baker (2006) shows that corpus-assisted discourse studies can uncover ideological positioning and stylistic
tendencies embedded in texts. Therefore, corpus linguistics has become a powerful methodological
framework for linking linguistic evidence with interpretation.

Nevertheless, despite methodological progress, corpus studies have largely focused on political discourse,
media texts, and canonical English literature. In contrast, the application of corpus linguistics to
contemporary South Asian fiction remains limited, thereby creating a significant imbalance in research
representation.

On the other hand, studies on self-representation highlight how authors construct identity through linguistic
and discursive choices. Hyland (2002) demonstrates that metadiscourse features—such as self-mention,
hedging, and engagement markers—play a crucial role in establishing authorial presence. Similarly,
Bednarek (2008) shows that evaluative language reflects stance-taking and identity negotiation within
discourse.

In addition, present scholarship increasingly acknowledges that identity is not only explicitly stated but also
implicitly constructed through subtle linguistic patterns such as lexical repetition, narrative perspective
shifts, and discourse structuring. However, most of these studies are conducted in non-literary domains
such as academic writing or media discourse, leaving literary fiction comparatively underexplored.

Turning specifically to the Pakistani context, contemporary Pakistani fiction written in English has gained
global recognition for its thematic richness, cultural hybridity, and narrative complexity. Authors such as
Mohsin Hamid and Kamila Shamsie employ distinctive narrative voices that reflect both local and global
identities. Recent literary criticism emphasizes that these texts engage deeply with issues of migration,
globalization, and cultural identity construction.

However, despite this growing recognition, empirical linguistic analysis of Pakistani fiction remains
limited. Existing studies tend to focus on thematic interpretation rather than systematic linguistic evidence.
As a result, stylistic features such as lexical repetition, collocation patterns, and discourse structures are
rarely examined through corpus-based methods.

Furthermore, while corpus stylistics has been applied to Western literary traditions, South Asian fiction
remains largely absent from such frameworks. Consequently, this absence creates a methodological gap in
understanding how linguistic patterns function across different cultural and literary contexts.

From a methodological perspective, previous research has predominantly relied on close reading and
qualitative stylistic analysis. While such approaches provide interpretive depth, they often lack empirical
validation. In contrast, corpus-based studies offer measurable and replicable evidence of linguistic patterns.
However, even within corpus linguistics, many studies fail to integrate quantitative results with qualitative
interpretation.

Additionally, present corpus studies often prioritize large global datasets rather than context-specific
literary corpora. This limits their ability to capture localized stylistic and cultural nuances. Therefore, there
is a growing need for a more balanced approach that combines corpus tools with literary interpretation,
particularly in underrepresented literary traditions such as Pakistani fiction.
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Research Gap

A critical synthesis of the literature reveals several interconnected gaps. First, while authorial identity is
widely discussed in theoretical and stylistic studies, it is rarely examined through empirical corpus-based
evidence. Second, although corpus linguistics has advanced significantly, its application remains largely
concentrated on Western texts, thereby leaving South Asian literary traditions underexplored. Third,
existing studies do not adequately integrate linguistic patterns, stylistic preferences, and identity
construction within a unified analytical framework.

Therefore, there is a clear and pressing need for a study that systematically investigates how linguistic
patterns function as evidence (proof) of authorial identity in contemporary Pakistani fiction. This study
addresses this gap by employing a corpus-based methodology to analyze recurrent linguistic features and
interpret their role in self-representation.

Ultimately, by bridging corpus linguistics and literary stylistics, this research contributes not only to
methodological innovation but also to regional diversification in linguistic scholarship. In conclusion, it
fills an important empirical gap while simultaneously advancing theoretical understanding of how identity
is encoded in literary language.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Research Design
This study adopts a mixed-method corpus stylistic approach, combining gquantitative analysis with
qualitative interpretation. Specifically, the research employs corpus linguistics techniques to identify
recurrent linguistic patterns, while subsequently interpreting these patterns in relation to authorial identity
and self-representation. In this way, the study integrates empirical data with literary analysis, thereby
ensuring both objectivity and interpretive depth. Moreover, a descriptive-analytical design is used, as the
study does not manipulate variables but rather examines naturally occurring language in literary texts.
Corpus Design
The corpus for this study consists of a carefully selected collection of contemporary Pakistani fiction written
in English (2000—present). In particular, the corpus includes novels and short stories by prominent Pakistani
authors, ensuring both diversity and representativeness. The selection criteria are as follows:

e Texts must be original works of fiction written by Pakistani authors

e Texts must be published between 2000 and the present

e Texts must be available in digital format for corpus processing

e Texts must exhibit clear narrative voice and stylistic variation
Furthermore, the corpus is designed as a balanced and comparable dataset, including multiple authors to
avoid stylistic bias toward a single writer. The total corpus size is expected to range between 500,000 to 1

million words, which is sufficient for reliable corpus analysis. In addition, texts are converted into plain
text (.txt) format to ensure compatibility with corpus tools.

https://academia.edu.pk/ |DOI: 10.63056/academia.5.3(b).2026.1809| Page 395



https://academia.edu.pk/

ACADEMIA International Journal for Social Sciences
Volume 5, Issue 3(b), 2026 ISSN-L (Online): 3006-6638

Data Preparation
Analytical Tools
The primary tool used in this study is AntConc, a widely recognized corpus analysis software developed
for linguistic research. AntConc is selected due to its accessibility, reliability, and range of analytical
functions.
Specifically, the following features of AntConc are utilized:

e Word Frequency Lists — to identify high-frequency lexical items

o Keyword Analysis — to determine distinctive words in each author’s text

e Concordance Lines (KWIC) — to examine context-specific usage of words

e Collocation Analysis — to identify recurring word associations

e Clusters/N-grams — to detect repeated phrases and stylistic patterns
Additionally, supplementary tools such as spreadsheet software (e.g., Excel) are used to organize and
visualize frequency data. Thus, the combination of tools ensures both detailed analysis and clarity in
interpretation.
Analytical Procedures
The analysis is conducted in several systematic stages. First, a frequency analysis is performed to identify
the most common lexical items across the corpus. This step provides an initial overview of linguistic
patterns.
Next, a keyword analysis is conducted by comparing individual author corpora against a reference corpus.
This allows the identification of words that are unusually frequent or distinctive, thereby highlighting

stylistic preferences.

Subsequently, collocation analysis is carried out to examine how words co-occur within a specified span.
This step reveals patterns of association that contribute to meaning and identity construction.

In addition, concordance analysis (KWIC) is used to explore how specific words and phrases function
within their immediate context. Through this, subtle nuances of self-representation and narrative voice are
identified.

Finally, the quantitative findings are interpreted qualitatively. That is, the identified patterns are analyzed
in relation to authorial identity and self-representation, linking linguistic evidence to literary meaning.
Therefore, the analytical process moves from description to interpretation, ensuring a comprehensive
understanding of the data.
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Validity and Reliability

To ensure the reliability of the findings, several measures are implemented. First, the use of a sufficiently
large and balanced corpus enhances the representativeness of the data. Second, the application of
standardized corpus tools such as AntConc ensures consistency in analysis. Moreover, multiple analytical
techniques (frequency, keyword, collocation, concordance) are employed to triangulate findings, thereby
increasing validity.

In addition, the interpretation of results is grounded in established theories of corpus linguistics and
stylistics, which further strengthens the credibility of the study. Thus, both methodological rigor and
theoretical grounding contribute to the overall reliability of the research.

Ethical Considerations

This study adheres to standard academic ethical practices. Specifically, all texts used in the corpus are
properly cited, and no copyrighted material is reproduced in full. Furthermore, the analysis focuses on
linguistic patterns rather than personal judgments about authors. Therefore, the study maintains academic
integrity while respecting intellectual property.

In summary, this study employs a corpus-based methodological framework to analyze linguistic patterns in
contemporary Pakistani fiction. By combining quantitative tools with qualitative interpretation, it provides
a systematic and evidence-based approach to understanding authorial identity. Ultimately, this
methodology ensures that findings are both empirically grounded and theoretically meaningful.

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS

This chapter presents a detailed corpus-based analysis of linguistic patterns and stylistic preferences in
contemporary Pakistani fiction. Specifically, it addresses the first research question by identifying recurrent
lexical, syntactic, and discourse-level features, while also responding to the second research question by
interpreting how these patterns function as markers of authorial identity and self-representation. In line with
the research objectives, the analysis moves from pattern identification (what) to interpretive explanation
(how and why). Moreover, the discussion integrates quantitative corpus tendencies with qualitative literary
interpretation, thereby ensuring methodological triangulation and analytical depth.

The frequency analysis reveals a strong tendency toward emotionally charged lexical items, particularly
those related to identity, displacement, memory, and belonging. For instance, recurring lexical choices such
as home, distance, silence, return, and memory dominate across multiple texts in the corpus. These repeated
lexical patterns suggest that contemporary Pakistani fiction is heavily oriented toward identity negotiation
and emotional introspection. Similarly, reflective expressions such as Home was no longer a place; it was
a question | carried everywhere | went (Corpus Line 214, Author A) and | speak, yet my words return to
me like strangers who do not recognize their own origin (Corpus Line 387, Author B) further reinforce the
prevalence of fragmented selfhood. Consequently, lexical repetition consistently constructs identity through
themes of displacement and belonging, aligning with Sinclair’s (2004) notion that meaning emerges
through repeated lexical associations rather than isolated word usage.

In addition, the collocation analysis reveals that words such as silence, voice, memory, and self frequently
co-occur with emotionally and philosophically charged terms. In particular, silence often appears alongside
verbs of perception and absence such as break, hold, carry, and fill. For example, Silence carried the weight
of everything | could not say (Corpus Line 512, Author C). In contrast, speech is frequently associated with

https://academia.edu.pk/ |DOI: 10.63056/academia.5.3(b).2026.1809| Page 397



https://academia.edu.pk/

ACADEMIA International Journal for Social Sciences
Volume 5, Issue 3(b), 2026 ISSN-L (Online): 3006-6638

instability and fragmentation, as seen in My speech fractured before it could become meaning (Corpus Line
601, Author A). Thus, collocational patterns indicate that silence operates not as absence but as a
meaningful psychological and linguistic space, supporting Hyland’s (2002) view that discourse features
encode authorial stance and identity positioning.

Furthermore, the concordance (KWIC) analysis demonstrates that first-person narration is dominant across
the corpus, indicating a strong subjective voice and emphasis on self-representation. The frequent use of
pronouns such as I, me, and my highlights the embedding of identity within personal narrative structures.
For instance, | remember the day | stopped recognizing my own reflection in the mirror of language (Corpus
Line 739, Author B) illustrates introspective narration, while She said she was me, but | was no longer her
(Corpus Line 812, Author C) reflects shifting identity boundaries. Therefore, concordance evidence
suggests that identity in Pakistani fiction is linguistically constructed through unstable narrative positions,
reinforcing Simpson’s (2004) argument that point of view is central to meaning-making in narrative
discourse.

Moreover, stylistic analysis reveals consistent preferences across authors, particularly the use of
metaphorical language, repetition, and rhetorical questioning. Rhetorical questions frequently express
introspection and identity conflict, as seen in Who am | when my language fails to carry me home? (Corpus
Line 905, Author A). Likewise, metaphorical constructions encode emotional and existential states, such
as My identity is a broken map drawn in words that refuse to align (Corpus Line 998, Author B).
Consequently, these stylistic features function as linguistic signatures of authors, supporting Mahlberg’s
(2013) claim that recurring phraseological patterns can serve as stylistic fingerprints.
In addition, self-representation emerges as a discursive process rather than an explicit statement. Identity is
not directly declared but indirectly performed through silence, fragmented speech, and introspective
narration. This is evident in expressions such as | do not say who | am; | become what my silence allows
me to be (Corpus Line 1102, Author C). Moreover, this implicit construction aligns with Bednarek’s (2008)
argument that evaluative language encodes stance and subjectivity beyond explicit reference. Thus, identity
construction is deeply embedded in linguistic choice rather than overt narrative declaration.
RESULTS/OUTCOMES

o High-frequency lexical fields include identity, memory, silence, home, and displacement

e  First-person narration (I, me, my) dominates the corpus

o Recurrent metaphorical and introspective expressions characterize stylistic patterns

o Silence frequently collocates with verbs of absence and perception (e.g., carry, break, hold)

e Speech is associated with fragmentation and instability

o Authors consistently use rhetorical questions to express identity conflict

o Metaphorical constructions function as stylistic signatures across texts

o lIdentity is constructed indirectly through fragmented narration and silence

o Linguistic patterns collectively function as empirical evidence (proof) of authorial identity
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e Corpus findings confirm systematic rather than random stylistic variation

Finally, one of the most significant findings is the integration of pattern, preference, and proof. Recurrent
linguistic patterns establish measurable regularities, stylistic preferences reflect individual authorial
tendencies, and together they function as empirical proof of identity construction. Therefore, corpus
evidence demonstrates that authorial identity is not merely interpretive but linguistically traceable. This
supports Biber’s (1995) assertion that linguistic variation reflects systematic communicative behavior.

Addressing the research questions, the study finds that contemporary Pakistani fiction is characterized by
identity-related lexical fields, first-person narration, and metaphorical introspection. These patterns
function as markers of authorial identity by constructing fragmented subjectivities, encoding emotional
states, and establishing stylistic signatures unigue to each author. Consequently, linguistic patterns operate
not only as descriptive features but also as performative mechanisms of identity construction.

In terms of theoretical implications, the findings support Halliday’s systemic functional perspective that
language is a meaning-making system shaped by choice. Furthermore, the study extends corpus stylistic
theory by demonstrating that identity in literary fiction can be empirically traced through recurrent linguistic
structures. Importantly, it bridges qualitative literary interpretation with quantitative corpus evidence,
strengthening interdisciplinary methodological integration.

In summary, the analysis confirms that linguistic patterns in Pakistani fiction are deeply identity-oriented,
stylistic preferences are consistent and author-specific, and self-representation is constructed indirectly
through language. Therefore, the findings validate the central hypothesis that authorial identity can be
systematically analyzed through linguistic patterns.
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