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ABSTRACT :

This article investigates the intellectual, literary, and historical contributions of Sindhi poets and writers
to the development and enrichment of Urdu language and literature. It situates the emergence of Urdu in
Sindh within a broader historical continuum, beginning with the Arab conquest of Sindh and extending
through subsequent Iranian cultural influences. These encounters facilitated a dynamic linguistic and
cultural exchange, laying the groundwork for the evolution of Urdu as a literary medium in the region.
The study critically examines the role of early Sindhi Sufi poets, particularly Shah Karim, whose Persian
poetry reflects a deep metaphysical tradition that later informed both Sindhi and Urdu literary
expressions. It further explores the translational and interpretive endeavors of modern Sindhi
intellectuals, such as Shaikh Ayaz, whose rendering of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai’s poetry into Urdu
represents a significant act of cultural mediation, making Sindhi mystical thought accessible to a wider
readership. A key focus of the paper is the impact of indigenous Sindhi poetic forms, especially the Waaee
and Kaafi, on the thematic and stylistic dimensions of Urdu poetry. These forms, rooted in Sufi
philosophy and oral traditions, have contributed to the evolution of Urdu poetic sensibilities, particularly
in terms of simplicity, musicality, and spiritual symbolism. In this context, the Urdu poetry of Sachal
Sarmast is analyzed as a vital bridge between Sindhi and Urdu literary traditions, exemplifying linguistic
plurality and mystical universality. The research also engages with the scholarly contributions of Dr.
Nabi Bux Baloch, whose seminal work on Urdu poetry in Sindh provides a foundational framework for
understanding the historical trajectory of Urdu in the region. Additionally, the article highlights the
translation of Sindhi short stories into Urdu, which has played a crucial role in cross-cultural literary
exchange and the dissemination of Sindhi narratives within the broader Urdu literary canon. Finally, the
study evaluates the contributions of contemporary Sindhi writers and poets who have actively
participated in Urdu literature, thereby reinforcing the interconnectivity between the two languages.
Through a comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach, this article underscores Sindh’s pivotal role as
a cultural and linguistic bridge, demonstrating how Sindhi literary heritage has significantly enriched
Urdu language and literature across historical and modern contexts.
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