ACADEMIA International Journal for Social Sciences
Volume 3, Issue 2, 2024 ISSN-L (Online): 3006-6638

Children's Literature & It's Objective
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ABSTRACT

This research article explores the multifaceted objectives of children’s literature, highlighting its role in
cognitive, emotional, and moral development. It examines how stories, poems, and narratives shape
imagination, language skills, and ethical understanding in young readers. The study emphasizes the
importance of age-appropriate content, cultural relevance, and the promotion of creativity and critical
thinking. Additionally, it investigates the educational and social functions of children’s literature,
including its influence on empathy, values, and social behavior. By analyzing contemporary and classical
works, the article underscores the enduring significance of children’s literature in nurturing holistic
growth and lifelong learning.
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“The child becomes interested in the outer world and wants to see other people and other
lands. He wishes to get behind the things, he sees and handles. His own-self and his own plans,
no longer satisfy him; he is curious to hear of the lives of others-their hopes, discoveries and
sorrows. He now becomes eager to read everything he can; ‘lays his hands on’ and so great is

this desire that dry ponderous tomes will be rehglously read if the others are available.” (1)
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“It is at all surprising that books suitable for boys and girls began to open only about 200
years ago, yet stories which children enjoyed, were told by words of mouth for countless
generations.” (2)
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“By children literature, is meant three kinds of writing, important in the lives of young
people as they grow up. In the first place, then includes all of the different kinds of stories,
written especially, for boys and girls. Secondly, it refers to traditional or folk literature, the
collection of fairy tales. Finally, it includes the books written for adults which children have
claimed as their won.” (4)
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“All books written for children are not necessarily literature, does the adult conception of
what constitutes a children’s book coincides always with that of child’s. There are those who
think of a child’s as just a simpler treatment of an adult theme. This point of view considers
children only as dominating adults and arises from misunderstanding of childhood itself, for
children are a race whose experience of life is different from that of adults. Theirs is different
world _a child’s world in which values are expressed in children’s terms, and not in those which

belong to adult experience.” (8)
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“The very purpose of creating children’s literature is to build personality of a child on
moral grounds. If a child is ethically sound, he becomes more humane and begins to take into
account the feelings and view points of others. Being able to understand other people’s view
points and not to be selfish are important skills that children’s literature must nurture in a child.”
(12)
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“In the present situation of intolerance and rigidity in behaviors, it is essential for
children’s literature to encourage to become more open-minded to different types of families as
well as cultures and understand that love and tolerance are more important things in a society.
Children’s literature must encourage students to develop relationships with people, encouraging
social contact. Moreover, children’s literature should encourage children to be considerate and
friendly people, and those traits may be consistent with developing children into quality citizen.”
(13)
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“Children’s literature should aim at allowing and encouraging children to evaluate and
analyse what is good for them. Besides, it should strengthen children’s cognitive functions in
being able to form opinions of their own and to express themselves effectively.” (14)
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“Developing positive attitude towards our own culture and the cultures of others is
necessary for both social and personal development.” (15)
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“Children stories contain numerous moments of crisis, when character makes moral
decisions and contemplate the reasons for their decisions.” (16)
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